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weakest side, a preoccupation with his own working hypothesis so intense 
as scarcely to admit the possibility of any other interpretation of the phe- 
nomena. This is all the less likely to prove convincing because the form 
which Spitta's working hypotheses seem almost fatally foreordained to 
assume is of the ABC type. His analyses usually result as follows: 
(i) an earlier, presumably authentic, Grundschrift, A; (2) an inferior 
second source, B; (3) an "undistributed middle," C, assignable to the 
editor or redactor. Too many results of this kind tend to make the reader 
suspect that the success of Pentateuch analysis has turned the heads of 
the New Testament critics. A travesty is easily framed stating the matter 
about as follows: The problem consists in attaching the largest possible 
proportion of the unobjectionable material to A, and the objectionable to 
B, while A at least is allowed to show no acquaintance with B, and both 
appear to advance by fairly complete and logical sequence toward dis- 
tinctive ideals. Nothing must go to C that can be made to fit in at any 
point of A or B; brief clauses found wholly intractable may be assigned 
to the editor. So stated the process bears a strong resemblance to ingen- 
ious self-delusion. 

Anyone who attempts the process, like the ingenious caricaturist Carl 
Hesedamm, will find however (if his material be really a literary unit) that 
plausible results are not easy to obtain on these conditions. And Spitta's 
results are always plausible — so plausible that even the reader who rejects 
the reconstruction, yes, even the compilation theory as a whole, if truly un- 
biased and scientifically patient, will acknowledge that "there is some- 
thing in it." In fact there is so much in it that the student of this most 
vital, and at the same time most intricate and complex problem of New 
Testament criticism, will be apt to advance at least to the theory of supple- 
mentation. He will be inexcusable if he fails to examine and carefully 
weigh the arguments of Spitta, one of the subtlest, most brilliant, most 
erratic of New Testament scholars. He will be amply repaid, even if 

unconvinced. 

B. W. Bacon 
Yale Divinity School 
New Haven, Conn. 

THE WORLD OF SPIRITS IN THE FAITH OF PAUL 
The thought of primitive Christianity regarding angels, demons, and 
Satan was long for science if not an unexplored country, at least an unob- 
served one. The first great scientific investigation into Paul's thought 
concerning spirits was Everling's Pmdinische Angelologie and Ddmonologie, 
which appeared in 1888. He showed on the basis of apocryphal and 
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pseudepigraphic literature that the spirit-world of primitive Christianity 
was not to be divided primarily by ethical qualities — by the distinction of 
good and bad. The present work 1 carries the investigation farther. In 
addition to many specific instances in which the author comes to conclusions 
differing from Everling's the following are respects in which this work 
claims to mark an advance: 

1. Everling used rabbinic material only now and then. Our author em- 
phasizes the influence of Paul's rabbinic training and digs into the mine of 
Talmudic and Midrash literature. Being of later literary origin this mate- 
rial must be used cautiously, but the author thinks that its exclusion is 
unjustifiable. 

2. It is not sufficient that the historian relate the ideas of Paul to those 
of his time and environment — that he find parallels and analogies. Our 
author attempts always to trace the thought of Paul to its origin, to deter- 
mine its source in the Old Testament, in the thought-world of late Judaism, 
or in the ideas of Hellenism. 

3. The ultimate aim of the author is to set forth the significance of 
Paul's ideas about spirits for his religious faith — to relate his beliefs regard- 
ing the spirit-world to his whole religious and theological thought. There 
is an especial significance for eschatology and Christology. The third 
section of the book is entitled "Origin and Significance of Paul's Con- 
ceptions of Spirits," and is naturally the most interesting part. We may add 
that the author notes in his preface that the religionsgeschichMchen pub- 
lications of the last two decades have made possible his work. 

The sources are the four Hauptbriefe, the Epistle to the Philippians, and 
also First Thessalonians. Second Thessalonians is accepted with reserve, 
the question of its genuineness not being regarded by the author as settled. 
A study of these letters forms the first section of the book. The letter to 
Philemon has nothing touching the problem. With Colossians and Ephe- 
sians the question of genuineness is so closely bound up with the problem 
of angelology that to these epistles and the problems peculiar to them a 
special investigation is devoted, which forms the second section of the book: 
"Christ and the Spirits." Dibelius is disposed to admit the Pauline 
authorship of Colossians and to deny that of Ephesians, and he thinks that 
his investigations point toward the solution of this question. That the 
Pastoral Epistles in their present form are not genuine is presupposed, 
but for the sake of completeness they are not omitted. 

The grouping of the spirits in classes in the third section is especially 

1 Die Geisterwelt im Glauben des Paulus. Von Martin Dibelius. Gottingen: 
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1909. v+ 250 pages. M. 7. 
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valuable. Linguistic and other material is given in supplements, so as 
not to burden the main text. Many of the footnotes are illuminating. 
The author has a genuine enthusiasm for his subject and has produced a 
highly satisfactory book. 

John C. Granbery 
Philippi, W. Va. 

THE ORIGIN OF NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS 
In this discussion 1 the author has two problems in mind: the relation of 
Mark to the First and Third Gospels, and the question of Mark's sources. 
By an examination of the Second Gospel section by section Goguel con- 
cludes that Mark in practically its present form was used in the composition 
of Matthew and Luke. The more difficult question of Mark's source 
materials is decided in favor of the composite theory. To give an illustra- 
tion in detail, it is held that in the account of the Passion the evangelist 
drew upon five sources of information: (i) The story of Peter's denial, 
and the substance of the Gethsemane incident, were from reminiscences of 
Peter. (2) Some anonymous account of the trial and death of Jesus sup- 
plied 14:1 f., 10 f., 43-50; 15:1-15, 21-32, 37a, 40-16:8. This was a 
very old element of tradition and Mark may not have known it as a source 
distinct from that of Peter's reminiscences. (3) Slightly later traditions 
furnished other details. (4) The Logia contributed the prediction of 
Judas' treachery, and perhaps the story of the institution of the Last Supper. 
(5) Lastly, there were items contributed by the evangelist himself or by 
tradition which arose near to his time, such as the preparation for the Pass- 
over, the flight of the young man, and details added to the other four 
sources. 

In contending for Mark's acquaintance with the Logia, some interesting 
observations are presented. This is a point that seems to be gaining favor 
with critical scholars. With Mark 1 : 7 f . the use of this source begins. 
As compared with the other synoptists, the priority of Mark 1:1-6 is 
thought to be evident, but in the two following verses Matthew and Luke 
prove to be the earlier. Mark took this messianic prophecy from the 
Logia, and his purpose was to fix .the relation between Jesus and John. 
Thus he shows his interest in the early polemic against John's disciples. 

Goguel is no rigid adherent of the two-document theory; he thinks there 
were important sources other than the Logia available for Mark. From 

1 L'tvangile de Marc et ses rapports avec ceux de Mathieu et de Luc: Essai d'un 
introduction critique a I 'etude du second evangile. (Bibliotheque de l'Ecole des hautes 
etudes. Sciences religieuses, Vol. XXII.) Par Maurice Goguel. Paris: Leroux, 
1909. 348 pages. 



